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DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT STANDING SCRUTINY PANEL. 
 

Minutes of meeting in County Buildings, Wellington Square, Ayr, 
on 25th January 2011 at 10.00 a.m. 

 
Present: Councillors John McDowall (Chair), Eddie Bulik, Stan Fisher, Ann Galbraith, 

John Hampton, Mary Kilpatrick, Mairi Low and Mike Peddie. 
 
Also Present: Councillor Peter Convery (Portfolio-holder). 
 
Attending: L. Bloomer, Executive Director – Development and Environment; M. Newall, 

Head of Planning and Enterprise; K. Dalrymple, Roads Manager; T. Irving, 
Senior Enterprise and Tourism Officer; T. Simpson, Chief Accountant; and 
A. Gibson, Committee Administrative Officer. 

 
 

1. Items for Call-in. 
 
 The Panel noted that there had been no call-ins for this meeting. 
 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 
 The Minutes of the previous meeting of 30th November 2010 (issued) were submitted 

and noted. 
 

 

3. On-Street Parking Update. 

 
 There was submitted a report (issued) of 14th January 2011 by the Executive Director – 

Development and Environment  
 
 (1) presenting a project plan which dealt with the pilot pay-by-phone project and the 

move to end voucher parking provision; 
 
 (2) reflecting on a number of the issues that had been raised by Elected Members at 

its meeting of this Panel on 30th November 2010; 
 
 (3) outlining the various methods of applying on-street parking charges available to 

the Council including:- 
 

   individual bay meters; 
 

   multi-bay pay and display machines; 
 

   pre-paid vouchers; and 
 

   pay-by-phone; and 
 
 (4) reporting on the legal and resource implications of these methods. 
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 Having heard the Head of Planning and Enterprise, the Panel noted various minor 

amendments to the report. 
 
 Following questions from Members of the Panel relating to parking provision, various 

Officers responded accordingly. 
 

 Decided: 
 

(1) to agree that a further update be presented to this Panel in due course; and 
 

(2) otherwise to note the contents of the report. 
 
 

4. Enterprise Service Review. 

 
 Reference was made to the Minutes of 3rd December 2009 (Page 676, paragraph 2) 

when it had been decided that this Panel’s programme of Scrutiny Reviews in 2010 
comprise of, inter alia, the Council’s role in enterprise, with specific emphasis on 
economic development and business creation and there was submitted a report (issued) 
of 19th January 2011 by the Executive Director – Development and Environment 
advising that the review had a provided a number of observations on the Enterprise 
Service, which would require to be addressed in order to progress to the final report, 
and had been included within the Service Improvement Plan and that the following 
actions had been identified:- 

 
 (1) that there should be a full review of the benefits of, and future options for 

managing grants to take place during 2011/12; 
 
 (2) that the range of Performance Indicators used by Enterprise Services to manage 

and demonstrate performance should be reviewed; 
 
 (3) that further review work should be undertaken to consider - 
 

   the pros and cons of amalgamating the current two events teams into one; 
 

   the development of employability services within Enterprise Services;  
 
 (4) that further review work should consider using information from other Councils 

and economic development organisations and how the same or lower level of 
resource might be delivered; and 

 
 (5) that further review work should consider the economic benefits that had been 

achieved from different parts of the current Enterprise Services operations and 
propose alterations in the focus of effort that would increase the overall impact, 
i.e. effectiveness of the service. 

 
 Following questions from Members of the Panel relating to various issues arising from 

the Review, Officers responded accordingly. 
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 Decided: to agree that the Executive Director – Development and Environment would 
present reports to the next meeting of this Panel:- 

 
(a) relating to the success of the recent Ayr Christmas Wonderland in Wellington 

Gardens, Ayr; and 
 

(b) intimating a timetable of actions that still required to be taken, prior to the 
completion of this Review. 

 
 

5. Exclusion of press and public. 
 
 The Panel resolved, in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 

1973, that the press and public be excluded during consideration of the remaining item 
of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information in 
terms of paragraph 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Act. 

 
 

6. Review of the Road Condition in South Ayrshire . 

 
 Reference was made to the Minutes of 16th February 2010 (Page 139, paragraph 4) 

and there was submitted a report (issued to Members only) of 19th January 2011 by the 
Executive Director – Development and Environment detailing the outcomes from the 
recent review of the road condition in South Ayrshire. 

 
 Following questions from Members of the Panel relating to various issues arising from 

the Review, Officers responded accordingly. 
 

 Decided: to agree that the findings of this Review be presented to the Leadership 
Panel with the recommendation that the findings be taken into 
consideration when the Council’s budget was being set for the financial 
year 2012/13. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.50 a.m. 
 
 
 


