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DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT STANDING SCRUTINY PANEL. 
 

Minutes of meeting in County Buildings, Wellington Square, Ayr, 
on 24th May 2011 at 10.00 a.m. 

 
Present: Councillors John McDowall (Chair), Stan Fisher, Ann Galbraith, John 

Hampton, Mary Kilpatrick, Mairi Low and Mike Peddie. 
 
Apology: Councillor Eddie Bulik. 
 
Also Present: Councillors Peter Convery (Portfolio-holder) and Ian Douglas. 
 
Attending: L. Bloomer, Executive Director – Development and Environment;                

V. Andrews, Head of Legal and Administration; D. Alexander, Head of 
Corporate Resources; R. Macdonald, Head of Community Development;     
M. Hastings, Enterprise Manager; P. Ewing, Registration and Bereavement 
Manager; K. Dalrymple, Roads Manager; G. Collins, Community 
Engagement Manager; P. Linton, Performance and Change Management 
Manager; C. Gardner, Senior Strategic Planning and Performance 
Management Officer; N. Feggans; Environment and Conservation Group 
Leader; and A. Gibson, Committee Administrative Officer. 

 
 

1. Items for Call-in. 
 
 The Panel noted that there had been no call-ins for this meeting. 
 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 
 The Minutes of the previous meeting of 26th April 2011 (issued) were submitted and 

noted. 
 
 

3. Progress Against the Council Corporate Plan to 31st March 2011. 
 
 There was submitted a report (issued) of 13th May 2011 by the Head of Policy, 

Performance and Communication outlining the progress which had been achieved to 
date against the Council Corporate Plan in relation to the Directorate objectives and 
tasks which had fallen within this Panel’s remit. 

 
A full discussion took place and various points were made by Members of the Panel in 
relation to:- 
 

 whether the Building Standards exit surveys had been analysed; 
 

 the amber status against ‘provide project development and funding advice to both 
internal and external public and private sector partners and clients’ for business 
creation and development; 

 

 the changes that were likely to result from the service reviews around the 
partnership structures linked to regeneration, capacity building and community 
learning; 
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 the amber status against ‘provide project development and funding advice to both 
internal and external public and private sector partners and clients’ to enhance 
South Ayrshire’s positive image; 

 

 the amber status against ‘raise the profile of South Ayrshire and the Council to 
maximise tourism and economic growth through developing a co-ordinated 
approach to the delivery of promotional activity’; 

 

 the current position with the Gaiety Theatre; 
 

 ‘manage and maintain the road network in a fit for purpose and safe condition for 
the social and economic benefit of the people of South Ayrshire’ being shown as 
100% completed; 

 

 progress with the development of a network for allotment groups; 
 

 the review of speed limits being a limited exercise and whether 20mph speed 
limits were legally enforceable; 

 

 whether the enforcement of the non-smoking remained an issue; 
 

 the monitoring of sites which were known to be contaminated; 
 

 the merger of the public and library systems and how the 20% progress that had 
been reported represented being on target; 

 

 the rewiring at Rozelle House and whether, as reported, this was fully completed; 
 

 the current position on the Community Development service review; 
 

 how the study on Community Transport in South Carrick had developed; 
 

 whether 400 unstable headstones had actually been made safe; 
 

 whether vandalism was an issue in relation to the planting of new trees; 
 

 the amber status against ‘preserve and enhance public access to the countryside’ 
and an update over the filling of the vacant post; 

 

 the significance of the fixed penalty notices in respect of ‘conserve and enhance 
the natural and built environment’ and bigger picture of what was being done to 
warrant the 100% status; 

 

 the current state of repair of Ayr Academy; 
 

 progress with the pilot of variable street lighting; 
 

 the timing of the proposal to switch to a fortnightly collection of blue bins; and 
 

 the high quality of service delivered at the Heathfield Recycling Centre in Ayr. 
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 Decided: 
 

(1) to note the progress achieved to date against the Council Corporate Plan as 
detailed through the updates provided against its Directorate Plans to 31st March 
2011; and 

 
(2) that the Executive Director – Development and Environment would provide the 

Members of the Panel with written updates in relation to the results of the exit 
survey; the review of speed limits; options and constraints in relation to limiting the 
speed of lorries on rural roads; the enforcement of the no-smoking ban; and the 
monitoring of contaminated sites. 

 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.40 a.m. 
 


