
COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
STANDING  SCRUTINY  PANEL 

 
 

Minutes of meeting in County Buildings, Wellington Square, Ayr, 
on 20th January 2010 at 10.00 a.m. 

 
Present: Councillors John Allan (Chair), Ian Douglas, Ann Galbraith, Elaine Little, 

Robin Reid and Philip Saxton. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Bill Grant and Alec Oattes. 
 
Attending: H. Garland, Executive Director – Children and Community; H. Carswell, 

Head of Children’s Services; K. Leinster, Head of Community Care and 
Housing; M. Alexander, Housing Operations Manager; and A. Gerrish, 
Committee Administrative Officer. 

 
Also attending: Councillor Douglas Campbell (Portfolio-holder, Housing and Customer 

First). 
 
 
1. Items for Call-in. 
 
 The Panel noted there were no items for call-in. 
 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 
 Decided: to note the Minutes of the meeting of 2nd December 2009 (issued). 
 
 
3. Variation in order of business. 
 
 In terms of Council Standing Order No. 10, the Panel agreed to vary the order of 

business as hereinafter minuted. 

 
4. Briefing Paper on Review of the Housing Revenue Account Business Plan. 
 
 There was submitted a report (issued) of 17th December 2010 by the Executive 

Director – Children and Community 
 
 (1) advising of the intention to carry out a review of the current rental policy and 

assumptions contained within the HRA Business Plan during 2010; 
 
 (2) informing that the current financial climate, together with changes to legislation 

have meant that a rental policy of RPI+1% would no longer generate sufficient 
funding to ensure the long term maintenance of housing stock, the satisfactory 
delivery of housing services and the delivery of the Scottish Housing Quality 
Standard by 2015; 

 
 (3) reporting that a review of the HRA Business Plan and the financial assumptions 

underpinning it, would be carried out during 2010, with a view to establishing a 
new rental policy in time for 1st  April 2011;  

 



 (4) outlining the key objectives of reviewing the current HRA Business Plan; 
 
 (5) informing that a tenants’ focus group had been established to take part in the 

review and regular consultation meetings would take place and in addition, 
events would be held across the Council area to provide an opportunity for a 
wider range of tenants to be consulted and to ensure that consistent information 
was available; and 

 
 (6) intimating  
 
  (a) that the review would commence in February 2010 with a view to 

completion by November 2010 and with the intention of providing the 
following progress reports to this Panel:- 

 
    Progress report   May 2010; 
    Interim report  August 2010; 
    Progress report October 2010; and 
 
 (b) that it would be the intention to provide Elected Members briefings on 

findings and options during the course of the review. 
 
 Decided: to note the contents of the report. 
 
 
5. Briefing Paper on Additional Support for Learning Scrutiny Review. 
 
 There was submitted a report (issued) of 12th January 2010 by the Executive Director 

– Children and Community  
 
 (1) advising that a review would be undertaken to review the Council’s 

arrangements for meeting the additional support needs of children and young 
people as defined in the Education (Additional Support for Learning)(Scotland) 
Act 2004; and 

 
 (2) detailing key local and national drivers for the review, objectives and the scope 

the review would include. 
 
 Questions were raised by Members of the Panel in relation to particular issues relating 

to support learning and the Head of Children’s Services and the Executive Director – 
Children and Community responded accordingly. 

 
 Decided: to note the contents of the report. 
 
 
 
 

The meeting ended 10.35 am. 


