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COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
STANDING  SCRUTINY  PANEL 

 
 

Minutes of meeting in County Buildings, Wellington Square, Ayr, 
on 17th February 2010 at 10.00 a.m. 

 
Present: Councillors John Allan (Chair), Ann Galbraith, Bill Grant, Hugh Hunter, 

Elaine Little, Alex Oattes and Philip Saxton. 
 
Apology: Councillor Ian Douglas. 
 
Attending: H. Garland, Executive Director – Children and Community; R. MacDonald, 

Head of Community Development, B. McInroy, Head of Service and School 
Management, M. Burns; Principal Officer Community Learning and 
Development; and A. Gerrish, Committee Administrative Officer. 

 
 
1. Chairs Remarks. 
 
 The Chair welcomed Councillor Hunter to his first meeting of this Panel as the Vice-

Chair. 
 
 
2. Items for Call-in. 

 
 (1) Community Letting Pricing Policy. 
 
  With reference to the Minutes of the Leadership Panel of 9th February 2010 

(Page 90, paragraph 5) when that Panel, having considered a report (issued) of 
13th January 2010 by the Executive Director – Children and Community, had 
decided to agree 

 
  (a) the categories within the letting policy; 
 
  (b) that the same categories applied to Schools and Village Halls; 
 
  (c) that the new pricing policy as outlined in Appendix 3 of the report be 

effective from 1st April 2010;  
 
  (d) that from the financial year 2010/11, inflationary increases would be 

applied; and 
 
  (e) that Officers provide the Panel with further details in respect of the full 

economic rate in relation to the actual costs of lets.  
 
  The  Panel was advised that the report had been the subject of a call-in for the 

following reasons:- 

  (i) clarification on matters arising from the narrative; 
 
  (ii) further information relating to community processes; and 
 
  (iii) details of what specific facilities would be affected and which would not, if 

any. 



142 
 

 
  The Chair invited Councillor McDowall to explain his reasons for the call-in and, 

thereafter, the Panel heard Councillor McDowall seek clarification in relation to:-  
 
  (A) Community Councils getting free lets; 
 
  (B) charges;  
 
  (C) what consultation would take place as charges would come into effect from 

1st April 2010; and 
 
  (D) what facilities would be affected by this policy? 
 
  Councillor Moonie expressed her concerns in relation to the lack of consultation 

and community engagement. 
 
  The Executive Director – Children and Community, Head of Community 

Development and Principal Officer Community Learning and Development 
responded accordingly. 

 
  Councillor Saxton then moved a Motion that the report be referred back to the 

Leadership Panel with a recommendation that consultation should be undertaken 
with the Community prior to any increase in letting charges taking place. 

 
  Councillor Saxton failed to find a seconder and his Motion fell. 
 

 Councillor Saxton requested that his dissent be recorded. 
 
 Decided: that the decision of the Leadership Panel in respect of this matter be 

confirmed and implemented whilst noting that consultation with the 
Community should improve. 

 
 
 (2) Results of the Informal Consultation on the Proposal for and a Education 

Campus at Queen Margaret Academy, Ayr. 
 
  With reference to the Minutes of the Leadership Panel of 9th February 2010 

(Page 89, paragraph 3) when that Panel, having considered a report (issued) of 
15th January 2010 by the Executive Director – Children and Community had 
decided 

 
 (a) to note the outcome of the informal consultation process on the proposal to 

create an all-through 5-18 denominational school at Queen Margaret 
Academy, Ayr;  

 
 (b) to approve the proposal that the creation of an all-through 5-18 

denominational school at Queen Margaret Academy, Ayr should be a 
strategic long term aspiration and be included in the Asset Management 
Plan for review in years 10-15;  

 
 (c) to agree that St. Cuthbert’s and St. Ninian’s Primary Schools should be 

removed from the all-through campus proposal; and 
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 (d) to request the Executive Director - Children and Community to explore 
options for St. Ann’s Primary School, Mossblown. 

 
  The Panel was advised that the report had been the subject of a call-in for the 

following reasons:- 
 
  (i) would the exploration of options for St. Ann’s take into account, the 

presumption against closing rural schools, as put forward by the Scottish 
Government?; 

 
  (ii) why is the proposal for the creation of an all-through 5-18 denomination 

campus at Queen Margaret Academy going ahead, when the majority of 
respondents in the initial consultation were against the proposal?; 

 
  (iii) how does the long term aspiration for Queen Margaret Academy fit with the 

ongoing options study for the relocation of Ayr Academy?; and 
 
  (iv) have any potential funding streams been identified for the possible 

relocation of St. John’s and St. Ann’s Primary Schools? 
 
  The Chair invited Councillor Slider to explain his reasons for the call-in and, 

thereafter, the Panel heard Councillor Slider seek clarification in relation to St. 
Ann’s Primary School, Mossblown, St. John’s Primary School, Ayr and Queen 
Margaret Academy, Ayr. 

 
  A full discussion took place on this matter and various questions and comments 

were raised by Members of the Panel in relation to the contents of the report and 
Executive Director – Children and Services and the Head of Service and School 
Management responded accordingly. 

 
 Decided: that the decision of the Leadership Panel in respect of this matter be 

confirmed and implemented. 

 
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 
 Decided: to note the Minutes of the meeting of 20th January 2010 (issued). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.20 a.m. 


